GIRLGUIDING DEVON - Key cascade information
From the County Executive Meeting held on 14th October 2026
	Please share these updates and dates with your teams, divisions and units.


KEY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
	23 October 2026 - 7.30pm
	Devon County Show Messenger Service webinar for leaders interested in applying, supporting eligible Guides or just wanting to finding out more about the Show.

	26 October 2026
	Bookings open for the Girlguiding Devon PGL weekend.

	31 October 2026
	Taw Bottom closes for the winter. Plym Volunteers are asked to arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start to help with the close-down.

	1 November 2026
	£1.00 County badges price increase to £1.25

	18 November 2026
	District Commissioner Team Meeting

	20 November 2026
	Deadline for sending in a leader application for the Devon County Show

	25 November to 10 December 2026
	16 Days of Action to End Violence Against Women and Girls. Units are invited to take part in age-appropriate activities.

	19 December 2026
	PGL weekend deposits due.

	31 December 2026
	Deadline for January 2027 County award nominations

	1–31 January 2027
	Devon County Show Messenger Service applications open from 1 January; deadline 31 January.

	21 January 2027
	Next County Executive meeting — online via Teams.

	12 – 14 February 2027
	County INTOPs weekend (venue T.B.C)

	15 February 2027
	Invoice change deadline for subscription

	16 February 2027
	Subscription payments live on GO

	6 March 2027
	Taw Bottom reopens – Teignbridge Volunteers are asked to arrive at 9.30am for a 10am start, to help with the opening up.

	19 March 2027
	PGL weekend balance due.

	20 March 2027
	Leadership Day for Young Leaders, Rangers and older Guides (Yr8+)at Paignton Zoo.

	26 March 2027
	Subscription Invoices to be paid

	7–9 May 2027
	Girlguiding Devon PGL takeover weekend at PGL Barton Hall, Torquay.

	14 April 2027
	County Executive meeting at Trefoil Lodge, Exeter.



PLEASE CASCADE THESE UPDATES

• 16 Days of Action: Units are encouraged to take part in the “16 days, 16 acts of kindness” challenge, make or display purple ribbons, create a Purple Promise Tree, and hold a 10-minute Big Devon Conversation about respect, friendship, feeling safe, speaking up and equality. Share suitable photos/stories using #youarenotalone.

• Devon County Show Messenger Service: Guides aged 12–15 can apply. Applicants should be available for the full event (19–22 May 2027), have completed a residential of at least two nights and be comfortable around large animals. A maximum of four girls per unit may apply. The team also needs more adult leaders — at least nine in total. Enquiries: devoncountyshow@devonguides.org.uk.

• Girlguiding Devon PGL weekend: For Guides, Rangers and Young Leaders; options include two nights, one night or a day visit. Cost is still to be confirmed. One leader goes free per six girls. Bookings open 26 October; deposit deadline 19 December; balance deadline 19 March 2027.

• Leadership Day, Paignton Zoo: Saturday 20 March 2027. A day of interactive workshops and opportunities to explore leadership, programme links and future opportunities. Bookings open in November, with a two-week priority window for Young Leaders and Rangers. £10 per Guide/Ranger/Young Leader; one accompanying adult for Guides is free.

• St Luke’s Guiding Lights lighthouse: The one-metre lighthouse is returning to the county. It is going to start its relay around the County with Axminster, Honiton and Exmouth. Divisions and units will help it travel around Devon and/or borrow it for meetings and events, with the aim of returning it for Devon County Show in May 2027. Once back from the County Show it will then continue its journey. If divisions / districts / units would like if for a specific event whilst it is “on the road”, please email Andrea county-admin@devonguides.org.uk who will note the date in the diary.

• Inspire: Encourage members to join the Inspire WhatsApp and Facebook groups and share ideas with the team. Planning is beginning for an Inspire international in summer 2028, with more information expected in January.
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